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Regional Water Authority Receives $22 Million

For Water System Improvements

Local Water Agencies and Customers Benefit from Funding

SACRAMENTO, Calif – The Regional Water Authority (RWA) today announced that it will receive nearly $22 million in funding from the California Department of Water Resources for the American River Basin Regional Conjunctive Use Program – a collection of 12 projects that will strengthen the Sacramento region’s efforts to better manage its precious surface and groundwater resources. 

This is the third largest Groundwater Storage Program Construction grant to be recently awarded from Proposition 13 funding. This initiative, approved by California voters in March 2000, authorizes use of nearly $2 billion of state-generated obligation bond monies for water infrastructure improvements and related actions throughout California.

“In past years, the lion’s share of such funding has gone to Southern California and San Joaquin Valley interests,” said Ed Winkler, executive director, Regional Water Authority. “As individual water agencies, we would have stood little chance of receiving this level of funding. Collectively, through the RWA, we will have a conjunctive use program of state-wide significance.”
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Seven RWA members – including Sacramento Suburban, Citrus Heights, Fair Oaks and San Juan water districts, Placer County Water Agency and the cities of Roseville and Sacramento – will each receive a portion of the grant for water infrastructure improvements. These improvements include the capacity expansion of a surface water treatment plant, new groundwater wells and water transmission system improvements such as pipelines, a pump station and an aboveground water storage tank.

Over the past several decades, regional water supplies have been impacted by drought, declining groundwater levels, pressure to dedicate additional surface water for environmental purposes and growing threats to water quality, while at the same time, demand for water in the region has steadily increased. The Regional Water Authority was formed, in part, to help the region’s water purveyors cope with California’s increasingly complex water issues.

“By securing the grant funding, we will produce local as well as statewide water system benefits at a significant savings to the rate payers in the greater Sacramento region,” said Winkler.

About Conjunctive Use

Conjunctive use is the coordinated management of surface water and groundwater supplies. Conjunctive use increases total available water supplies, enhances water supply reliability and provides the opportunity for enhanced environmental uses of water. 

-MORE-

33333



RWA RECEIVES $22 MILLION IN GRANT FUNDING

About RWA

The Regional Water Authority is a joint powers authority that serves and represents the interests of 18 water providers in the greater Sacramento area. The organization’s primary mission is to help its members protect and enhance the reliability, availability, affordability and quality of water resources. RWA is the result of a consolidation of several regional associations to provide a unified voice on Northern California water issues. Member agencies include:

California-American Water Company

Carmichael Water District

Citrus Heights Water District

Del Paso Manor Water District

Fair Oaks Water District

Florin Resource Conservation District/Elk Grove Water Service

Folsom, city of

Fruitridge Vista Water Company

Lincoln, city of

Orange Vale Water Company

Placer County Water Agency

Rancho Murieta Community Services District

Roseville, city of

Rio Linda/Elverta Community Water District

Sacramento, city of

Sacramento Suburban Water District

San Juan Water District

Southern California Water Company
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