About the Water Forum Agreement

The Sacramento Area Water Forum is a landmark water planning effort among business and agricultural leaders, environmental interests, citizens groups and local water purveyors in the region. 

Forum members came together to fulfill two co-equal objectives: 1) providing a reliable and safe water supply for the region’s economic health and planned development to the year 2030; and 2) preserving the environmental, recreational and aesthetic values of the lower American River.

After six years of interest-based negotiations, Water Forum participants in 2000 signed off on a comprehensive agreement aimed at avoiding future water shortages, environmental degradation, groundwater contamination, and limits on economic growth.

Integrated Package of Actions

Recognizing that no single-purpose program will meet the region’s water needs, the Water Forum Agreement consists of seven key elements, each of which is necessary for a comprehensive solution to work.

The seven elements include:

1. Increased surface water diversions.

2. Actions to meet customers’ needs while reducing diversion impacts in drier years.

3. An improved pattern of fishery flow releases from Folsom Reservoir.

4. Lower American River Habitat Management Program, which also addressed recreation in the lower American River.

5. Water conservation.

6. Groundwater management.

7. Water Forum Successor Effort.

RWA Continues Regional Cooperation

The Regional Water Authority is an outgrowth of the Water Forum Agreement. RWA was established in 2001 to further promote collaboration and help individual water suppliers meet Water Forum commitments. In the two years since it was formed, RWA has launched two major programs on a regional scale and secured nearly $25 million in grant funding for projects supporting regional water needs.

For Additional Background

To learn more about the Water Forum Agreement, visit www.waterforum.org.

